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must depend largely upon the comparative importance or value of the 
social interests that will be thereby promoted or impaired" (p. 
112). Judge Cardozo properly assumes that in appellate courts the 
eccetitricities of individual judges are not so important, but tend to 
balance each other in the long run. 

It is impossible in a brief review to do more than call attention to the 
excellence of this little book. Those who do not read it will miss a 
stimulating contribution to the discussion of our legal institutions. 

W. F. Dodd. 

Chicago. 

The Modern Idea of the State. By H. Krabbe. Translation 
and introduction by George H. Sabine and Walter J. Shepard. 
(New York: D. Appleton and Company. 1922. Pp. lxxxi, 
231.) 

In 1906, Professor Krabbe of the University of Leyden wrote Die 
Lehre der Rechtssouverdnetdt and in 1915 and 1917 further elaborations 
of this earlier volume which are now put forth under the title of The 
Modern Idea of the State. The translation is the work of Professors 
George H. Sabine and Walter J. Shepard, who have also written an 
elaborate introduction to the volume. 

Professor Krabbe's work was reviewed in an earlier number of this 
jour nal and therefore will not be discussed in great detail on this occasion. 
Kra'ibe's study is a protest against the absolutist theory of sovereignty, 
and a constructive attempt paralleling those of Preuss and Duguit 
to provide a substitute theory. The substance of his doctrine is that 
the basis of the modern state must be sought in the sense of right 
(Reohtsgefuhl). The process of modern political development is essen- 
tially the substitution of a spiritual power for personal authority. The 
spiritual nature is the source from which spring real forces and "these 

forces rule in the strictest sense of the term There is 

only one source of law — the feeling or sense of right which resides in a 
man and has a place in his conscious life." Both state and law are the 
creatures of this "Rechtsgefuhl" which may be regarded as the adequate 
substitute for sovereignty and the ultimate basis of political obligation. 

The translation is happily done and its makers deserve special praise 
for avoiding the atrocities often unwittingly committed by linguists 
who are innocent of the vocabulary or concepts of jurisprudence, 
politics and philosophy. The industrious translators have somewhat 
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less happily prefixed an extended introduction to Professor Krabbe's 
work. In the main this is a running interpretation of the author's 
work, but it is difficult at times to know whether the preface is intended 
as a free interpretation of Krabbe or as the independent views of Sabin 
and Shepard. It is an admirable preface but altogether out of propor- 
tion to the length of the body of the book and would have been better 
placed as an independent treatise. Students of political theory will 
hope that Professors Shepard and Sabine, jointly or severally, may in 
the near future develop their interesting views on political theory 
much more fully on the basis of the hopeful beginning here made. 

Charles E. Merriam. 
University of Chicago. 

Johan Sverdrup. Av Halvdan Koht. Vol. I. (Christiana: 
H. Aschehoug and Company. Pp. viii, 522.) 

The history of the development of responsible government in Nor- 
way centers around the life and work of Johan Sverdrup. When the 
Norwegian peasants, stimulated by the revolutionary movements of 
1830, attempted to seize control of the government by electing members 
of their own class to the Storthing they often found their majority 
rendered powerless by a cabinet responsible to the king alone. Sev- 
eral of their leaders, notably C. G. Ueland, realized that herein lay the 
crux of the situation, but they were unable to secure a change. Sver- 
drup became the organizer of the victory for democratic principles. 
Imbued with the liberal ideas of the forties he strove for a government 
"for and by the people." He considered the task too big for the efforts 
of one class; rather it required the marshalling of the liberal sentiment 
of the entire nation. 

The present volume covers about twenty years of Sverdrup's parlia- 
mentary career (1850-1869). Professor Koht relates the story both 
of the statesman's early life and of his pioneer work in creating a strong 
liberal party. It is a history of Norwegian politics during eventful 
years which reveals the struggle for political democracy in the far 
north as a part of the great movements which then swept Europe. 

Short of stature, with black hair and a swarthy complexion, in speech 
rapid, fiery and emotional, Sverdrup seems un-Norwegian in everything 
except his love of liberty. The family was indeed of foreign origin; 
but for more than two centuries it had been closely identified with 
various progressive movements in Norway, and an uncle, Professor 



